
Sustainable development WORK SHOP
Sustainable Urban development forum

SUDF

Uncontrolled Urban Growth in Kurdistan  

Dr. Mahmood Khayat
Department of Architecture-College of Engineering-

University of Salahaddin



Erbil City  in 1944

A City with Less Than One Kilometer 
Diameter

The citadel
400 m. Diameter



2007 
Master plan 
proposal 
suggested 
that on 
2030 the 
greater 
Erbil city 
will be 
more than 
50 
kilometer 
diameter



1944
Erbil city 
size in 
relation to 
the 
proposed  
size in 
2030



1970
3rd ring 
(60 street) 
road was 
the outer 
skirt of 
the city

size in 
relation to 
the 
proposed  
size in 
2030



Humanitarian Information Centre – North     July 2003
UNITED NATIONS



2003
4th Ring 
way  
Established



1944

1970

2003

2011

7th ring way











This rapid development
1-Solved housing problems
2-Created jobs
3-Atrcted Local and International Investors
4-Highlightedted the City and the region Internationally
5-Raised the living standards in the Region
And many other positive points

But this non properly controlled Rapid Urban Growth  
had impacts on Built and non Built Environments

Such impacts can be detected by indexes such as



the Yale university EPI index provides a powerful tool for steering 
individual countries and the world toward environmental sustainability.





The department of Architecture vision is to have 
Our Country
Our Region Kurdistan
And Our City Erbil 
Available in such Indexes with a Positive Impact on 
Environment locally and on the level of the Globe 

Such local problems can be treated by international  
knowledge, Methods and experties

This Forum and the coming Conference may lead the 
Region towards more Awareness about Environment 
and adopting more Sustainable Policies 
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